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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 
¢ƘŜ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊǘȅ  Ƴǳπ

ƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻŦ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

ƛǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΣ ŘǳƳǇƛƴƎ ōȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛƴ 

ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ b.b Ǌƻƭƭ ƻǳǘΦ  

 

!5C! Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜƭǎǘǊŀ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ΨΩǇƛǘǎΩΩ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜπ

ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉƛǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ Ŏƻƴπ

ǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŬƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ wŜǾƛŜǿ /ƻƳπ

ƳƛǧŜŜΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŀǧŜǊǎ ǊŜƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƻ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ !5C! ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳπ

ōƛƴŜŘΣ ǿŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿŜƴπ

ǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƴπ

ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ  Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǊƛǎŜΦ  CǊŜŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŀŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǝǘǳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ 

Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  hƴŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ мфуу Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜΦ  

 

¢ƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ƻũŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ 

ϷслΦлл ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ мулл ллс мфсΦ 

 

¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 

ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛǎ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мпǘƘΣ 

ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

 

.ŀǊǊȅ wƻōǎƻƴ 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ LƴŎΦ 
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Itlo nm An`qc % Rgno óshk xnt cqno 
Attention all you crafty shoppers out there.  Now is the time to save yourselves some money as 

well as having a great day out with your friends.  The fabulous shopping bus is about to pull out 

again and it is your opportunity to grab those Christmas presents early.  Donôt be ripped off by 

those big stores who offer false sales and low prices.  Be ferried from store to store in air-

conditioned comfort and enjoy a leisurely lunch at Hotel Ramsgate as you seek out those bargains and enjoy a 

day out with friends. Two pickup sites. Adults $60 Seniors $55 - Call Christine on 0418-406-214 for bookings and 

further information. 

Gala Race DayðSaturday, 2 November 
 

Fast becoming one of the most attractive events on the racing calendar, ADFAôs annual 

fund-raiser race meeting is on again.   

 

Held in the beautifully appointed Grand Pavilion at Rosehill Gardens, this is the 5th occa-

sion that ADFA has staged this meeting and more than 600 visitors attend.  It is the one and 

only event given to fundraising each year and thankfully well supported as ADFA receives 

no Government financial support.   

 

We urge those wishing to attend to hurry along and reserve their tickets early as tables sell 

quickly.  Form a group of friends and be entertained as you enjoy a sumptuous three course 

lunch and drinks served by attentive waiting staff.   You will be seated at tables overlooking 

the winning post and the beautifully manicured gardens of one of the finest venues of its 

kind in the country.  There will be games and competitions to en-

tertain you along with ñBest dressed Sheilaò and ñBest dressed 

Blokeò prizes.  Children are also welcome.  Even if you are not a 

race follower, come along and give yourself a great day out.  

As predicted our races sold like the proverbial ñHot Cakesò, such 

is the prestige our fund raiser attracts, however we still have one 

race available if any one out there would like to jump in quickly and snap it up. 

 

Please call Jean  on 1800-006-196 for bookings and further information. 

 

!5C! bŜǿǎτ!ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмо 

On Wednesday some 40 members of ADFA and friends 

joined us in our Christmas in July sojourn to the Hunter Valley for a day out in 

the country, and what a pleasant day it was.  Held in a huge barn constructed 

of great logs and fitted out with rustic furniture, there was more than ample 

room to circulate and enjoy the great entertainment provided.  Bush-style mu-

sic and some traditional carols were the order of the day until Santa arrived 

loudly ringing his bell accompanied by many óôHO HO HOsôô wishing each and 

all a very MERRY CHRISTMAS.  Everyone left with a smile on their face and 

many with the intention to return.  This event was so successful we will be 

holding another Christmas in July event in 2014. 

Happy Days Are Here Again! 



Looking Back 
  Vhsg Lhjd NôCnmmdkk 

To  the parents of a newly born healthy baby, its arri-val would be an occasion for unrestrained joy and 

great pleasure.  Were that baby to be born in a small town 

in outback Western Australia well known for its infamous 

death toll caused by Asbestos, it may well have formed part 

of that toll in future years.  Such a child was born in Wit-

tenoom in 1959.  Her father was employed in a senior posi-

tion in the mine which was owned by CSR at the time.  He 

was friendly with the mine manager until the manager was 

told he had Asbestosis and was advised to leave the mine 

and told, óôto avoid further exposure to harmful dust like the 

plagueôô.  He left immediately taking with him the knowledge 

that he had contracted a disease that could literally choke 

him to death. Many years later this child, now a woman 

aged 34 with two children, has developed the fatal cancer 

known as Mesothelioma.  

 

As a young person and during her childhood she, along with 

the other children in the town, played among the deadly 

mine tailings that were deposited by the company around 

the homes and buildings in Wittenoom.  The tailings were 

used to cover the school ground and other areas surround-

ing the local hospital.  She would inhale dust and fibres at-

tached to her fatherôs clothing when he arrived home from 

the mine site.  It would cling to her hair and clothing and it 

was claimed that there was so much dust in the air that it 

stuck to washing hanging on the line and verandas had to 

be swept at least a dozen times a day.  She sued CSR. 

 

The presiding judge said during the trial that CSR knew of 

or should have known by 1960, that exposure to Asbestos 

caused Asbestosis and there was a link between Asbestos 

and lung cancer.  The now deceased Justice OôMeally said 

that evidence given at the trial suggested CSR did know of 

this and even tried to disguise the fact by reducing the 

amount of fibre being crushed and damping it down when-

ever Mines Department inspectors visited the site.  He said 

also that 12% of employees at the mine had industrial chest 

diseases and, ñThe dust in Wittenoom Township was in 

significant and dangerous concentrations and constituted a 

risk of future injuryôô.  Of the victim he said, óôIt was difficult to 

recollect a more tragic case.  The rest of her life will be 

painful and of short duration.  Mesothelioma is a terrible 

disease.  The physical pain she has suffered and will contin-

ue to suffer until her death is great.  Her emotional and 

physical conditions will deteriorate as her death comes clos-

erò.  Always a sympathetic and caring person, Judge 

OôMeally awarded her $823,594.  A vast sum some may 

say, but what price does one place on a life mostly filled 

with pain and suffering.  Sure CSR paid up, but money 

wonôt buy you class.  Given a choice, that little baby would 

choose anywhere in this vast land to be born except a town 

called Wittenoom.  

7ÉÔÔÅÎÏÏÍ 

Lǎ ŀ ƎƘƻǎǘ ǘƻǿƴ мΣмлс ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ-ƴƻǊǘƘ-Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ tŜǊǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀƳπ

ŜǊǎƭŜȅ wŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƛƭōŀǊŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀϥǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΦ 

!5C! bŜǿǎτ!ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмо 
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T 
Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŀƎƴŀǘŜ [ŀƴƎ IŀƴŎƻŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ !ǎōŜǎπ

ǘƻǎ ƛƴ ƘǳƎŜ ǉǳŀƴǝǝŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  IŜ ǎƻƻƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀ 

ƳƛƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǘōŀŎƪ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŜ ōǳǘ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘƭȅ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƴȅ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƻǊȅ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ  {ƻ ŜƴŀƳƻǳǊŜŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŘπ

ǳŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƘŜ ƻƊŜƴ ōǊŀƎƎŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǎŀŦŜ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǘ ƛǘ - 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƻƊŜƴ ŘƛŘΗ  Lƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŜπ

ǊŜŀƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎǎ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ƙƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  hƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƎŀǎǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ 

wƻǎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƛǘΦ  {ƘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ƘŀŘ ƎǊŀǾŜ ŦŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ  

hƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǉǳŀƴǝǘȅ 

ƛŦ ŜŀǘŜƴ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘΦ  LŦ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƘŀƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǝƴƎΦ 9bπ

Wh¸Φ  

T 
Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ 

ǘƻ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ 

ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ мфллΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ǘƘŀǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ 

ǘƘŀǘ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ Ŧŀǘŀƭ Ŏŀƴπ

ŎŜǊΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜōƛƭƛǘŀǝƴƎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΣ 

ƳǳŎƘ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜŀƭƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻŬǘŜŘ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜƭȅ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ŘŜƴȅ ŀƴȅ 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ  5Ŝƴƛŀƭǎ ŎŀƳŜ 

ǘƘƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ 

ōǊƻŀŎƘŜŘΦ  CŀƭǎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ 

ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƛƴǾŀǊƛŀōƭȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŎƻƳǇŀπ

ƴƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƛǊǘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƛƴǎƛŘƛƻǳǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ 

ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƴƛŀƭΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƘŀǊŜπ

ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƘƻǎŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ 

ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘ ŎƘŜǉǳŜǎ ƘŜ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ 

ƘŀŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀ ƳƛƴŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ 

ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀǊƪ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ ΨΩōǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǝƻƴǎΚΦΩΩ  

п 

!5C! bŜǿǎτ!ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмо 

T 
Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŀƳŜǎ IŀǊŘƛŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƪƴŜǿ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслǎ ŀ 

ŎƻǳǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

ŀ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀŎƘƛƴƛǎǘ ŎǳǩƴƎ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ǇƛǇŜ ŬǩƴƎǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦ ! ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǿƻǊƪπ

ƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ  ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ  ƻƭŘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ŘƛŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƭǳƴƎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǝƳǎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

{ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ΨΩ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƪƴŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ 

ƻŦ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭƻǳǎ ƴŜƎƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƭŜŀǊ 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΩΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŎǝƳ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŭǘ ŀƴŘ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ  IŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǎƻƻƴ 

ŀƊŜǊ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǎǳũŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀŘŦǳƭ ŀƎƻƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ aŜǎƻǘƘŜƭƛƻƳŀΦ   

¢ƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜƳƛǎŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦ 
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)Î ÔÈÅ 5+ 

9ŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ у WƻƛƴŜǊǎΣ с 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ п tƭǳƳōŜǊǎ ŘƛŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ  9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ пΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊмΦ 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜπ
ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴ ǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜǎΣ ōƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ пΣтлл ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜǎƻǘƘŜƭƛƻπ
Ƴŀ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфулǎнΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нрΣллл !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ пл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ рлл ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ млл ǿƻƳŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƳŜǎƻǘƘŜƭƛƻƳŀ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ 
флл ƴŜǿ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ нлнлΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƳŜƴ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ CƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǊƻǎŜ су҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ор҈ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴΦ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ 
ƻƊŜƴ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ōȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƴŜŀǊ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎΦ  

 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 

мΦ ¢ƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ όI{9ύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǿŀǘŎƘŘƻƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ  

нΦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ 

Meet Thelma Day 
 

Thelma is one of only five life members of ADFA.  She is also a dedicated 

volunteer who gives of her time and efforts generously and willingly.   

 

Thelma has been with us for over twenty years and has seen many victims 

of Mesothelioma pass away.  She herself is the widow of Robert who first 

contracted ARD while working for an Asbestos company in his native Bristol 

prior coming to this country in 1965.  Little did he realise then that as a ges-

ture of kindness when he found jobs for three of his brothers in the same 

company, he was literally handing them a death sentence.  Ron and Keith 

both died soon after.  The other was among nineteen people left who con-

tracted an ARD, all of whom died as a result.   

 

Thelma was not to escape unaffected, she carries the lung disease known 

as Plural Plaques contracted when washing Robertôs Asbestos soiled work 

clothes, as does her daughter Tracey who has been diagnosed with that 

disease also.  Having a latency period of many years it was not until Robert took a job at Eraring Power Sta-

tion and went back to lagging he was diagnosed with Mesothelioma and passed away two years later having 

to have been on oxygen full time. 

 

None of these victims were to blame for this.  They were the innocent ones. But there were the guilty ones 

who did know Asbestos killed and greed and profits will always take precedence regardless of the conse-

quences.  There must surely be blood on their hands. 

р 
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Thelma Day, Life Member and supporter of 

ADFA. 



I have received a letter from a Dr. Alan Purcell.  Dr. Purcell lives in Perth and 

carries the letters PHD. M.A. MVB. behind his name. He is a caring man who 

obviously has the welfare of others in mind.  This is his letter.  

 

My name is Alan Purcell and in my retirement I 

worked as a part time gardener in a large Government 

secondary school in suburban Perth for about three 

years.   

 

As a gardener at that school I commenced work at 

6am and within the first week I became aware that 

powerful petrol air blowers, also known as leaf blowers, were used to clean the 

corridors inside the school buildings.  I was amazed that these machines were 

used as cleaning tools inside the buildings because it was blatantly obvious 

that they work by generating a powerful jet of air and rather than cleaning they 

blow dust and dirt into the atmosphere and pollute the buildings.  Partly open 

louvered windows allowed the suspended material to enter the classrooms.  

  

You can imagine the variety of material which could be introduced into corri-

dors from the feet and clothing of the hundreds of students which congregate in 

and walk through the corridors of schools.  I had one particular dread and that 

is that students might carry Asbestos fibres on their feet or clothes into the cor-

ridors of the school.  You might think that this would be a very remote possibil-

ity.  However, Yasmine Phillips thought it worthwhile to write an article in the 

Sunday Times of 1 May 2011 entitled, óôAsbestos A School Fearôô.  She drew attention to the fact that 147 

schools in Western Australia have problems with Asbestos óôwhich require attentionôô. 

с 
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,ÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ %ÄÉÔÏÒ 

 

W ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ нмǎǘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ό!5wLύΦ  tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ bƛƪƻ Ǿŀƴ ½ŀƴŘǿƛƧƪΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ !5wLΣ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŬǊǎǘ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǘǊƛŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ŘǊǳƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎǳǊŜ 

aŜǎƻǘƘŜƭƛƻƳŀ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜŘΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ōŜ ŀǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛǘΦ  Dƛŀƴǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ !5wL ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ  CǊƻƳ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

ƛƴǘƻ aŜǎƻǘƘŜƭƛƻƳŀ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǝǎǎǳŜ ōŀƴƪ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀȅ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
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In  June two researchers at the Asbestos Diseases Research Institute (ADRI) had important papers investigating malignant pleural meso-

thelioma (MPM) accepted for publication in scientific journals. Dr Yuen Yee 

Cheng, molecular biologist, is going to be published in the Journal of Thorac-

ic Oncology and Ms Casey Wright, Research Fellow, in the journal PLoS 

ONE. Following is a summary of the research which is the focus of the arti-

cles. 

 

Dr Chengôs publication is titled ñZIC1 is silenced and has tumour suppressor func-

tion in malignant pleural mesotheliomaò. Most of Dr Chengôs work is on epigenetic 

gene regulation in MPM. A process known as DNA hypermethylation can inactivate (or 

silence) genes which would usually stop or reduce tumour growth (tumour suppressor 

genes), and this process therefore plays an important role in the progression of MPM. 

Dr Cheng has been investigating a tumour suppressor gene called ZIC1, which we 

know about through research into other cancers. ZIC1 was found to be present at high 

levels in normal mesothelial cells, which are cells found in the lining of the chest or 

abdomen and from which MPM develops when the cells become cancerous. However, 

ZIC1 was not present in MPM cell lines (cells which are used for biological research in 

a laboratory). The aim of Dr Chengôs current study was to investigate the molecular 

biology as well as the functional role of ZIC1 in MPM. The results from the study 

showed that ZIC1 acts as a functional tumour suppressor in MPM, that is it can stop 

the growth of cancerous cells in a lab setting. ZIC1 also interacts with other molecules 

which are linked to shorter survival in patients with MPM, and it was shown to stop or 

reduce production of these other molecules. These findings help will us to better under-

stand the molecular background of MPM, which hopefully will lead to new treatment 

approaches in the future. 

 

Ms Wrightôs publication is titled ñLong non coding RNAs (lncRNAs) are dysregulat-

ed in malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM)ò. Currently accurate diagnosis of MPM 

is difficult due to the lack of sensitive biomarkers (a biological molecule found in body 

fluids or tissues that is a sign of a condition or disease) and despite minor improve-

ments in treatment, average survival times are poor. Biomarkers can be important as 

they may indicate how aggressive a personôs disease is and also whether they will re-

spond to certain treatments. By knowing this in advance clinicians are able to offer the 

most effective treatment for a personôs disease, or not proceed with treatments which 

wonôt work. Ms Wright has been investigating recently discovered genetic material 

called long non-coding RNAs (lncRNAs). There is growing evidence that lncRNAs play 

an important functional role in cancer biology. The research she has undertaken has 

looked at a number of different types of this material and testing was done to see if 

their presence in MPM tissue or cells helped with diagnosis of MPM and also whether it 

indicated how the disease may progress in a patient. Two of the types of lncRNAs Ms 

Wright studied showed potential in these areas, and further research is being conduct-

ed to confirm whether they may be able to be used as biomarkers in MPM.  

 

ADRI would also like to announce that the Guidelines for the Diagnosis and Treatment 

of Malignant Pleural Mesothelioma, which it guided the development of, have been 

approved by the National Health & Medical Research Council and will shortly appear in 

book format. 
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Telstra, the NBN and Asbestos  

Over the last few weeks asbestos has once again 

made the headlines. The roll out of the National 

Broadband Network (NBN) has shown that despite 

Australia having the highest per capita use of as-

bestos in the world we have no national strategy 

for dealing with the large amount of asbestos con-

taining materials that remain in our community. 

Telstra housed its cables in asbestos cement 

pipes and pits which were manufactured by James 

Hardie and Wunderlich. It is estimated that there 

are millions of asbestos pits still in the ground. Dur-

ing the NBN rollout contractors were required to 

cut through and handle the asbestos cement pits, 

some of whom were not provided with adequate 

training or protection. There was also concern in 

the community that in some areas precautions 

were not being taken to prevent contamination of 

nearby hoses. 

Telstra is well aware of the problem with asbestos 

pits. For decades it has faced claims from its for-

mer workers who installed the pits and later con-

tracted asbestos diseases. It has been responsible 

for the maintenance of the pits since they were 

installed.  It thus has an intimate knowledge of the 

location and condition of the asbestos pits through-

out the country. 

What is heart breaking it that the asbestos pits 

were not the main concern of Telstra when the roll 

out was first discussed. There is no controversy 

today that small exposures can cause the deadly 

disease mesothelioma. 

There is no excuse for 

such exposures in 2013. 

The Telstra incident has 

highlighted the im-

portance of a national 

strategic asbestos plan to 

deal with asbestos con-

taining materials in the 

built environment. It is 

only with a national ap-

proach spear headed by 

a national Asbestos Au-

thority that we can avoid 

the continuing "asbestos 

crisis" and start to deal with the systematic staged 

removal of asbestos from our community. Given 

that asbestos materials are now 30 plus years old 

and has undergone significant weathering and 

wear and tear the issue is becoming urgent. 

It is therefore timely that in May 2013 the Federal 

Parliament passed legislation to establish the As-

bestos Safety & Eradication Agency to operate 

from 1 July 2013. The establishment of the Agency 

is in line with the current Federal Government's 

commitment to implement the recommendations of 

the Asbestos Management Review and will hope-

fully see a comprehensive  long term solution to 

this very real problem. . 
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From the Desk of Our Lawyer  
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A HOLOCAUST CALLED ASBESTOS 

T he last photo I saw of Gina Reinhart was a shot of her holding up a piece of coal and accentuated by 

a beckoning smile, she appeared to be about to take a 

large bite from it.  Along with her father, the late Lang 

Hancock, they became the self-styled patron saints of 

mining in the west. 

Estimated to be worth some $29 billion dollars, she is 

claimed by some to be the richest woman in the world.  

In the late 1930s her father discovered Asbestos in a 

remote area of Western Australia, known as Wit-

tenoom, and soon developed a mine there which he 

later sold to CSR.  He did however, retain 49% owner-

ship. It is said that this was the catalyst that kick-started 

the money stream that allowed him to venture into 

more profitable mining ventures, the profits from which 

would ultimately flow to his one and only child Gina.  

Meanwhile as the mine developed so did the flow of 

evidence that Asbestos was fast becoming a product 

with a dirty reputation and a ground swell of opinion 

bore this out.  Calls were made for the abolition of As-

bestos and the closure of mines. It had by now been 

well and truly established that Asbestos killed people, 

and not only those associated with its production.  Al-

most anyone was a candidate.  Thousands of people 

were dying in overseas countries, particularly England 

and on the continent. This was of little consequence to 

people like Hancock and others who simply ploughed 

on with an air of complacency and total disregard for 

the wellbeing of others.  In fact, he lived in state of de-

nial and, when asked to comment on the óôblack prob-

lemôô, the issue of the intrusion of miners onto tradition-

al lands, his response was to dope the water holes so 

they would become infertile and breed themselves out.  

A kind of genocide. 

So where does all this lead us?  Simply back to the 

killing fields of Wittenoom where all this wealth originat-

ed with no accountability nor responsibility taken by the 

Hancocks or Rineharts for the mounting death toll that 

some claim will exceed 4,000 plus victims now and in 

future years.  One would think that given the means to 

precipitate such wealth, those involved would hasten to 

share a portion of it, although they may do so anony-

mously.  We may never know.  An education founda-

tion could be a started to give the children and grand-

children of those disadvantaged by the passing of a 

close relative due to Mesothelioma, an opportunity to 

study and move on to higher goals.  Maybe toss in one 

of those billions to lift the claim settlement of those who 

feel they will struggle to make ends meet.  Mesothelio-

ma claims have risen for the first time since 2009.  The 

average claims settlement for death in the fiscal year 

2013 was $230,000.  Certainly not óôwealth beyond the 

dreams of avariceôô.   

There was a time it is alleged that Gina supported the 

move to have a statue erected to commemorate the 

contribution her father made to the mining industry.  

Not a very clever idea one would think when consider-

ing the contribution he made to the death toll at Wit-

tenoom.  It wouldnôt make that piece of coal taste 

sweeter either.  

 

ф 
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RUSSIAN ROULETTE 

ASBESTOS STYLE 

Welcome to this new and exciting 

form of Russian Roulette now 

sweeping the country.  Anyone 

can play, male or female, young 

or old.  Although it appeals pri-

marily to the adolescent genera-

tion some adults are known to 

have taken part also.  School holi-

days appear to be an ideal time to 

play, the rules are simple - there 

arenôt any.  No guns are involved 

as in the original format.  There 

are however, some items that you 

will need if you want to take part.  

These items need not be brought 

to the game site, they can usually 

be found just lying around.  

  

Firstly, you will need a building 

that contains Asbestos and prob-

ably abandoned and derelict.  

This should not be a problem as it 

is well known that more than one 

in every three buildings erected 

prior to 1988 contains deadly As-

bestos.  Then you may look 

around and find nearby such 

items as rocks, stones, a heavy 

piece of piping and a lump of 

stout timber capable of demolish-

ing a wall.  The building need not 

necessarily be in a secluded area 

nor the game played at night.  In 

fact, the real satisfaction comes if 

you happen to be member of a 

gang, as you probably are, and 

you play the game in broad day-

light.  So enough said.  óôGame on 

óô. 

 

We see a youthful person armed 

with a paling stripped from a near-

by fence walk through the building 

and systematically smash every 

window in every room.  The total 

destruction of another personôs 

property begins.  Internal walls 

made from Asbestos fall easily as 

they shatter and slide across the 

floor and break up into tiny pieces 

and expose millions of potentially 

lethal shards of death dealing As-

bestos to the air.  Bragging rights 

apply. óôS**t! Did you see that ceil-

ing come downôô.  More shattered 

Asbestos covers the floor and self

-gratification abounds until their 

destructive urges are satisfied 

and they move on.  On the way 

out, one spies a half empty can of 

paint.  He proceeds to throw the 

paint about and then lights it.  

They scatter.   One takes out a 

mobile phone and rings the fire 

brigade.  From a safe distance 

they watch and enjoy the excite-

ment. Itôs too late to save any-

thing.  What the players left the 

fire consumed anyway, except for 

the broken pieces of Asbestos 

scattered everywhere.  Asbestos 

in fact is indestructible and not 

affected by hear or fire.  A few 

laughs and handshakes all round.  

Great way to spend Sunday óarvo. 

So what is the association be-

tween the real Russian Roulette 

and the Asbestos roulette?  In the 

case of Russian Roulette it is a 

bullet.  It is quick, it is painless 

and it is fatal.  In the case of As-

bestos Roulette it is like a walk 

through hell.  Those people re-

sponsible for the destruction of 

the building as shown in the ac-

companying photos submitted by 

Ms Maree Stokes, Vice President 

of the Asbestos Diseases Foun-

dation of Australia, are the most 

frightening photos I have seen in 

respect to Asbestos vandalism.  

 

The cost of the damage to the 

building is absolutely nothing 

compared to the cost that may be 

exacted in the years that lie 

ahead, were any of those in-

volved unfortunate enough to 

have had a tiny shard of Asbestos 

lodge in his or her lung.  We are 

not talking monetary costs either.   

 

Mesothelioma cancer caused by 

contact with Asbestos unlike the 

bullet, is not quick.  It is far from 

painless and it is fatal.  ADFA 

constantly warns and continues to 

warn of the dangers of Asbestos. 

But you canôt put brains into mon-

uments.  Were I the parent or 

guardian of one of those involved, 

my worries would start - - - - - - - - - 

NOW!. 
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