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A Message from the

President

Barry Robson President,

Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia
Inc .

Great News, congratulations must go to Professor Nico van Zandwijk at
ADRI for their ground breaking research into a cure for mesothelioma.
This is a very significant step in the long journey to find a cure. For more
information go to the ADRI website, or check all media outlets for June
15" press releases.

It has been a very busy couple of months for myself with a presentation
in Washington DC, a follow up presentation in Amsterdam at the very
first European Asbestos Forum plus participating with some unions
(MUA, AMWU, ETU and CFMEU) at the Rotterdam Convention in
Geneva. The Australian Government proposal at the Convention was
unfortunately defeated by 7 countries led by the Russian Federation,
against the wishes of 47 countries who supported the proposal.

So the proposal will be put forward again in 2 years time. Hopefully in
the meantime there will be a compromise by all the opposition countries.

It was an honour to represent adfa at
these very important worldwide events.

Barry Robson

President, Asbestos Diseases Foundation of
Australia Inc.
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Rotterdam Convention Guest| Bl ¢
the Russian asbestos i1 ndus|try
Posted on Ma&Guedt, bd2®mY5 by Marc Hindry
14 May 2015. Rotter dcahm yGoontvid ret iacsrb e 105 :wi | | not be finclude
A Pyrrhic victory for the Russian asbestos industry

<o
The theme chosen for tReo@oBoereenhcent wafdcprom
FutereLet us use scientific knowledge tjo pr o
The World Health Organisation (WHO) redall ed
and there is no safe threshol d.
The I nternational Labour Organisation (OI T)
bestos industry, the OIT Convention 162 on a
use of asbestos, quite the contrary thdg 1LO
Nevertheless, during the soft, polite discus
tries raised objections to the inclusidn of
ghyzstan, Pakistan, Cuba and Zi mbabwe.
The announced sabotage did occur. During the
l ined their opposition:
Russia, Kazakhstan et Kyrghyzstan (in Russia
The del egates of these countries probafhly fe
presentation of ROCA (Rotterdam Conventlion A
Al exandra Caterbrow, Sanjiv Pandita and Yeyo
bestos victim from India, Sharad Vittngl Saw
Fer odo, using chrysotile asbestos. Shorft br ea
pl e and moving message: | suffer from dsbest
|l eagues have received a diagnosis of agbesto
otile asbestos on the PIC |Iist of the Rotter
The motives of each of the handful of dabot a
and Zi mbabwe) are crystal clear and hajye not
terdam Convention
Russsathe biggest gl obal asbestos proddcer (
sian government does not ignore the fadgqt tha
no awareness of that danger within the ]JRussi
to address those health problems in Rugsi a,
companies Uralasbest and Orenbourg Mindrals.
of chrysotile asbest on the |ist of hazardou
t r aKdaez.a kiss amne of the four asbestos Kyrro-ffucer s
ghyzatagns with Russi a.




Zi mbathave been in the past a big produc&r of
mi nes are all c¢closed in South Africa, hbecaus
also closed down in Zi mbabwe, but becabse of
have convinced the government to opposg the
the mines.

Canardeamai ned silent e This is quite remarkab
opposed |l isting of chrysotile four timgs (in
2013 and this year. What happened in 2p12? T
tos mine was closed down in 2012.

Uni t ed, sntoatt eas member of the Convention |Jbut p
sion of chrysotile.

Ukr abmeke away this year from Russia angd did
Except Zi mbabwe the African states unapi mous
t oBenin, Liberia, Nigeria, Niger, Congd, dem
Kenya, eGuamddi asinder |l ined their supporjt to t
of these countries insisted on their nged of
The asbestos trade in Latin America is]|]sl owl
Neither the bigBraammhiomh yeptrowaatcer3 08 000 ton
Brava mine, exploited by Eternit Brasi of w
sumers i nColhosabniMe giopmp,0ArgenanUditrarig,uawhi clh have
banned asbestos, supported the inclusipn.
New Zebéadakdd t he Aiusd¢ lraaddi Baunn eapneda n  Comanmtuenja ut y
strong statement s.

Jointly with chrysotile asbestos, four}] highl
the PIC |Ilist : Fenthion, Paraquat, Met hami do
For each of them the del egate of the Rpssian
cCRussia does not wuse, does not produce jJand d.
support id.s inclusion

Nevertheless each product had a defensgr and
ple India opposed to the inclusion of Paragqu
Fent hi on. Mexico initially opposed the]Jinclu
objections

CONCLUSI ON

The failure of the Rotterdam Conventiop, 1in
whel ming majority of technicians and dgl egat
The conclusion is clear.

An overwhel ming majority of countries Wwanted
be |Iisted in Annex 111 of the Rotterdam Conyv
tries have denied these countries of the rig
procedure (PI C). Due to this failure, hese
tional bans on both substances. The countri e
preserved their export business but they hav
wards national ban decisions.

The inscrupulous industry has won a Pyfrhic
the decline of this deadly trade.




From the Desk of Our Lawyers

Historic victory for asbestos victims as BHP Billiton refused leave to appeal compensation case to High
Court

Thousands of current and future asbestos victims have received a major legal win today after BHP Billi-
ton was refused leave to appeal a precedent-setting compensation case to the High Court.

Chief Justice Robert French and Justice Stephen
ending a three-and-a-half year legal battle that has significant legal implications for thousands of work-
ers exposed to asbestos during their employment at BHP, or with other major industrial users of the
product.

Perth man Willem van Soest brought a claim against BHP in 2012 after being diagnosed with mesotheli-
oma, a deadly lung cancer caused solely by exposure to asbestos. He died of the cancer in 2013, aged
74.

Mr van Soest?®s | awyer, Turner Freeman Lawyers g
caused by his exposure to loose asbestos fibres when he spent 11 weeks working as a painter and
docker at BHP3®s Whyalla Shipyard in 1962. Durin
they installed asbestos insulation around pipes and boilers.

"Sadly Willem didn3t |Iive to see this final vig
ow and son, gy Ms Hoffman said.

"The significant test case i-feughtlegalbatiedwih BHE, whodave d
spent more than 15 years aggressively fighting victims of asbestos disease exposed while working for
the company.

"BHP3s central argument was that although Mr v3g
them, the company was not responsible for failing to provide safety equipment or other protection from
the dangers of asbestos, as his exposure was below the standards considered safe at the time.

"This argument was rejected by the Fulll Court d
ed again today by the High Court.

"BHP have spent millions in |egal fees fighting
their last roll of the dice.

"This decision wil!/ have a profound i mpact on t
ed diseases, not only the thousands of workers from the BHP shipyards at Whyalla, but also those em-
ployed by other major industrial users of asbestos.

proach to providing compensation to former worK

BHP were seeking leave to appeal the decision of the Full Court of the Supreme Court of South Austral-
ia on December 19 last year, which upheld a decision of the District Court of South Australia to award
Mr van Soest $358,151.30 in damages for the incurable mesothelioma lung cancer he suffered as a
result of his employment with the company.

Media comment: Annie Hoffman , 0402 301 272

Further information: Tim Vollmer , 0404 273 313 Tumer
You can contact Turner Fre eman

Freeman on their Toll Free

Number : 1800 800 088 LawyeI‘S

"We hope today?®s decision will see an end to tHi
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International Day of Mourning Service

Remembering those who lost their life
through a workplace incident or occu-
pational disease.

Unions NSW Secretary Mark Lennon

said that while the International Day of 4
Mourning is a time to pause & reflect on

the impact workplace deaths and injuries

have on families and the community, it is

also a time to shift the focus on to what

more can be done to prevent it.

Eileen Day




w h At the Ourimbabh service it was report-
2 a . ed that four Central Coast workers
?’”/W 4 have died from Mesothelioma in the
T g i past year.
lan Tuit from WorkCover at Gosford
met with one of the speakers after-
wards to learn that her husband and
several of his brothers died from Mes-
othelioma.
Thelma Day spoke on the day and add-
ed that this was her 1st time speaking
in public and that she was 80 years
old. Memorial Day was 50 years to the
day that she and her late husband ar-
rived in Australia from England.
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David Mehan MP, David Harris MP, Thelma Day, Shamas
O6Reilly , Kathy Smith MP,

ADAO Conference

Group Photo of all dele-
gates at the conference.
Linda Reinstein (in white
shirt), Barry Robson &
Maree Stokes..
Photo taken in front of
Martin Luther King statue




Central Coast Asbestos Diseases Support Group

Support, information & advocacy for people living with asbestos diseases

\\
t‘&-., 'fz(/’
. /"
)
&
%/
; \
g |\

Support Group Meetings

4th Wednesday of every
month

1pmA 3pm
Ourimbah Bowling Club
60 22 Pacific Highway,
Ourimbah NSW
Contact:
Maree Stokes

0419 418 190

Maree Stokes, Vice President ADFA
Co-ordinator Central Coast Asbestos Diseases
Support Group

President Barry and | were invited to Asbestos Disease Awareness
Organization (ADAO) 1% annual conference in Washington
DC . This yearb6s conference
together distinguished domestic and international experts and asbestos
victims to drive awareness, prevent exposure to asbestos related dis-
eases and advocate for a ban on
from many countries address the Conference from Finland, Nether-
lands, Mexico, Pakistan, United Kingdom & Brazil, Geoff Fary from
ASEA, President Barry Robson, Mesothelioma Widows and victims.
Lou Williams spoke via video as she was not well enough to travel.

The tragedy of asbestos is felt all over the world and this meeting for
me was a wonderful way to meet and speak with others who have felt
the sadness and despair that asbestos brings. We hope that this dedi-
cated organization can win the battle to ban asbestos in America.

During my time in Washington the Workers Memorial day o 28

April was held at Ourimbah memorial wall attended by newly elected
state members Kathy Smith MP, David Mehan MP and David Harris
MP. Thank you to our life member Thelma Day who spoke on behalf
of our support group. Four new plagues were on the wall for those that
we have lost from our Central Coast Support Group.

OQur soci al day Christmas in July
Wednesday 29July the bus leaving from Sydney will pickup at Kari-

ong information centre it will be a great fun day please contact me or
Jean on 1800 006 196, we would enjoy your company.

The support group meeting will be Wednesdaf 22
Cheers for nowVlaree Stokes

Dondét forget ,wiveustedcommlngyean wi t h
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adfa Booklet Launch . 10 June 2015

Anita Anderson General Manager of the Dust Diseases Board was happy to help adfa launch our new
information booklet on Wednesday 10 June.

The aim of the booklet is to help deliver information in a much needed easier medium than the previous
pages that were sent out in our information packs.

With the launch of this booklet adfa hopes that the format will be handier to have and carry. adfa also
aims to send the booklet to as many places in NSW that lack information and awareness of asbestos.

adfa was very pleased with the attendance at the launch, including Julie Owen MP for Parramatta, Paulj
Lunch MP for Liverpool, John Robertson MP for Blacktown, Peter Tighe CEO of ASEA, Paul Bastian
AMWU, Mayor Greg Cummings of Holroyd, Tanya Segelov of Turner Freeman and many other distin-
guished guest and members of adfa.

President Barry Robson gave a very informative speech on his trip overseas to both the ADAO Confer-
ence in America with Vice President Maree Stokes and to his visit at the Rotterdam Convention.

A light lunch was served after the Booklet launch.

Thank you to all those that attended and made the launch a success.
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Asbestos Diseases
Foundation
of Australia Inc.

Jocelyn McLean, Karen McCarroll, Eileen & Barry




Brendan Govers, ClIr Peter Monaghan, Michael Middleton
Holroyd Council & Greg Cummins Mayor Holroyd Council

Asbestos Diseases
Foundation
of Australia Inc.
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Asbestebated cancer trejat me
| eaves Australian resgear
By The National Reporting Team Sophie Sclott & A
Taken from ABC NEWS Mon 15 Jun 2015
Australian researchers are cautiously olpti mi
one of the most si gni frielaantte do rceaarkct ehrr oturgghast menr
Scientists from the Chris O'"Brien Lifehouse
whose mesothelioma has al most entirely |Jdisap
Bradl ey Sel mon was omnroeneofcltienni cpaalt iternitasl |ionf aa
used very small genes known as microRNA to i
The genes weremdgsatnseloirdama it ihse-dreisg hgtrjeldung
nanocell s
There haven't been many breakthroughs i|ln the
here to give hope to patients. ADRI Associ
Associ ate Professor Glen Reid from the |Asbes
mi cr oRNA inside nanocells and said it was |
"A nanocel |l is a delivery vehicle," he |said.
"You can package basically anythind@gornilbher e
our casge@eamd nt hen it's injected into tlhe boc¢
Once in the lung, the nanocells deliver|jed th
gr owt h.
Researchers emphasised Mr Sel mon was the onl
The other nine patients in the trial have ei
They do not know how | ong the treatment| wil/l
"lt's early days," Dr Kao said.
About Mesot heli oma
T 600 people are diagnosed each year wi h mes
T Mostly men get it
T I't is often diagnosed | ate
T The median survival after diagnosis i s 12 n
It can take at | east 20 years after explosur e
"Hopefully this case will provide some |hope
done and we are hopefully advancing thelrapy
Mesot helioma is one of the hardest canclers t
di agnosi s.
There is only one main type of chemothelrapy
tions
"There haven't been many breakthroughs |in th
here to give hope to patients," Professjor Re
The research is published today in the |[Amer.i
cine.
The g-bpbpeaking research was conducted at| the
Bernie Banton Centre



http://www.abc.net.au/austory/specials/holygrail/
http://www.abc.net.au/austory/specials/holygrail/

Call Jocelyn on

02 97679854

If you would like to chat confidentially
please call Jocelyn.

Tuesday -Thursday

9am -3pm

ADRI 4,

Asbestos Diseases Research Insﬁtutei

Jocelyn brings many years of nursing experience to
ADRI to support patients with malignant
mesothelioma and their carers.

Jocelyn can provide up-to-date clinical information
and offer support. She works in collaboration with
other health care professionals to ensure a
multidisciplinary approach is provided.

As part of the ADRI team she is informed of the latest
research studies and clinical trials.
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bestos Diseases
Foundation
 Australia Inc.
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Greg Cummins

Don3t forget that
on the second Wednesday of the month
at 1:00pm here at Granville. We would
love you to come & join us for a

chat & a cuppa and to meet the

Continued from Page 9
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He's Been Everywhere Man"

ADFA Members your Invited *

This year’s Christmas in July we are off to é
AUNTY MOLLY'S WINTERFEST SHOW

Where you will have the pleasure of joining in with
international recording artist LUCKY STARR

iR

Join us in a festive two course lunch of Turkey,
Ham & Cranberry Sauce with Plum Pudding and

all the trimmings plus entertainment at
THE OLDE BACKHOUSE

When are we going: Wednesday 29 July 2015
for a bus trip to Morisset to join Toni at the helm to
help make your luncheon a very Christmas experience.
Cost per person: $40...includes Bus, Meal & Entertainment
Drinks to be purchased by yourself.
To Book your place, please contact Jean on 1800 006 196
RSVP: 3 June 2015 — Payments to be made by 8 July 2015
12




LADIES & GENTLEMAN, Join Us For Our Main Event
The Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia Inc.
Gala Race Day 2015
Saturday $Dctobed Derby Day

The Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia Inc. ( adfa ) is a not -for -profit organisa-
tion working to provide support to people living with asbestos related diseases, fami-

ly members, carers and friends. adf a is a community based group founded by the

union & concerned citizens to meet the needs of people affected by asbestos related

diseases and has a long history of being engaged in advocacy work within the Aus-

tralian community.

adfa works to provide information to the community as to the dangers of asbestos.
Our aim is to reduce the number of people exposed to asbestos and future incidence
of asbestos related disease in the Australian community.

We support members living in metropolitan and regional NSW. We are actively en-
gaged in health promotion initiatives in the provision of education to the wider com-
munity.

Hel p us support ADFA3s vital funding for asbestos
chasing a Race Sponsorship Package.

Watch each race in comfort in The Grand Pavilion while enjoying a three course meal,
fine wines, beer and soft drink, with the added convenience of betting facilities with-
in the room.

Fantastic items will be available in the silent and live auctions and raffle prizes and
games.

Rosehill Gardens is easily accessible for all visitors. There is ample free parking and the
venue is serviced by public transport, including a train station at the front door at
Rosehill Gardens .

ADFA are proud to support the
Asbestos Diseases Research Institute (ADRI)

ONE NOT TO BE MISSEIPLACE YOUR BETSHERE THEY COME

RACE SPONSORSHI P PACKAGE

OSEHILL

G RDENS § Entry into Racecour se
8 One Table of 10 includes lunch & beveragels
8 Nami ng rights to one race
8§ One full page mono adverti sement in RACE |BOOK
§ One on course sign on day 10m x 1m in strjlategi
8 Signage at Winning Post for sponsored rac|e
8 Sashing of Winning horse in race & framed sash
8 Associ ated &AUDI araogesersahgewn | ive via TVN |[in ov
wide plus NX, Fiji, Hong Kong, Foxtel Di gital
cast |ive via 2KY Radi o.
M O Full Sponsorshi@#12,000 (GST inclusiv@)ludes 10 tickets to the event for you & your guests.

Alternatively Single Ticket$200 (GST inclusive) or a Table,0$2M00 (GST inclusive).




