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President of o . )
ADFA | recently visited Broken Hill and was more than a little

surprised by the interest generated when the word °
Biaggio Signorelli 1 Y

) fAsbestosodo was mentioned. [§ .
Foundation ﬁ i
431
z:medda”d 2 This once thriving mining town had a population of - W
ame

many more thousands than it has today. During its development and growth over

Quips from the 2 many years, much of the town and surrounding district found a ready use for Asbestos

E;:j;::te_ products on building sites with Asbestos shipped in to Broken Hill in huge quantities. |

grated Recycling had the opportunity to give a number of interviews to radio stations and newspapers

(F:z(rf:gﬁi:t whereby | could pass on advice and information in respect to the dangers of existing
Asbestos and warnings of its potential death-dealing qualities. | was asked about the

Broken Hill 3 possibility of a seminar being held in Broken Hill and | said | would attempt to do just

Asbestos Around 4 that before years end. See page 3 for further information on the planned seminar.

the Globe

Looking back 5
with Mike

OdDonnell GraZie!

Dust Diseases 5 The Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia would
Board = like to publically thank the Signorelli family for their kind
bevilss Bust . ': - . H_ 3 ?nvitation to attend a functif)n recently at Doltone Hous?
BIAGGIO 0 r i in Sydr.1ey. ADEA along with other supporters o.f.the Si-
Central Coast 7 gnorelli Foundation, were presented with a Certificate of
News SIGNORELLI Appreciation as a thank you for the wonderful work car-
Memorial Day 8 FOUNDATION ried out by the Committee and other volunteer members
Ceremonies in their efforts to support victims of Mesothelioma and
Home Renova- 9 other Asbestos Related Diseases (ARD), and bring to the attention of those not
tors & Asbestos aware of the devastation and destruction to family units Asbestos can cause.
Did you know? 10 Some may not be aware that the late Biaggio Signorelli, founder of the Doltone
Asbestos Reli- 11 House Group, himself passed away as a result of Mesothelioma. To fulfil Senior
ance Partner Biaggio's dying wish his family started the Biaggio Signorelli Foundationd devoted to
Holroyd Council finding early detection, treatment, care and ultimately a cure for Mesothelioma. They

have been more than just a friend to our organisation and for this we thank them and
Editor: wi sh them success in their future endeajo

aAOKI St hQs52
Public Officer, ADFA
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Oh what
tangled
webs we
weave
when first
we
practice to
deceive

oDi
James Hardie group
knowingly misled
the Australian Stock
Exchange by

falsely declaring
that there were suf-
ficient funds in the
Asbestos Compen
sation Fund to cover

recto

all future claims
when in fact, all
seven knew that the
pool fell short by
more than $1 Bil-
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After years of litigation and millions of dollars
spent on defending the indefensible in almost
every level of court-ship in the land and after
years of falsehoods and innuendo, denial and
obstruction, the James Hardie caravan of
shame has finally ground to a shuddering
halt.

The High Court of Australia has handed
down its decision that the seven non-
executive members of the board of directors
of the James Hardie group knowingly misled
the Australian Stock Exchange by falsely de-
claring that there were sufficient funds in the
Asbestos Compensation Fund to cover all
future claims when in fact, all seven knew
that the pool fell short of more than $1 Billion.
It could never meet the needs of the many
victims waiting in line for compensation and
justice.” This' aecision effectively slammed
the door shut on any future appeals or court
action leaving them nowhere to run and no-
where to hide and branding them virtual liars.

They then went on to suggest that their flight
to the Netherlands was a simple tax saving
exerciseé more |ies.

tells us that taxes for companies in that coun-
try are higher than here in Australia. This

was a simple case of
on the doorstep and g
ADFAOGs President, Bar
as saying, fivictims o

eases across the country will be feeling huge
relief at todaydés dec
dously satisfying day for all of us who smelt a
rat back in March 2001 when James Hardie
originally announced its compensation fund.
Since then the company has used every PR
and legal trick in the book to escape respon-
sibility for its misl

Members of ADFA and all those afflicted with
Asbestos Related Diseases, now await the
outcome of the High C
alties to be handed down. Hopefully, they
will be severe enough to send a clear mes-
sage to all those in similar positions of power
that they still have obligations to tell the truth

and not joust with the integrity and serious
values involved when making corporate deci-
sions.

These seven people by their own actions
have knowingly destroyed their reputations
and dragged their credibility through the mire
of any social acceptance. We hope a lesson
has been learned.
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Quips from the
Courtrooms

In handing down sen:
tences to the Terrible
Ten in the case agains
Janxep Hardie inahe isup

I n
preme court on 6 May, the words of Justice
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Asbestos Related Di

Commissioner David Jackson said of Peter

i on

Macdonald at the Ddcksen eriqury imto Jantes me n

Har di e, 0There was e
knowingly lied in a media release issued ta
the Australian Stock Exchange in Februarny
2001. He ought reasonably to have known
that the information in the media release was
false in material in partlcular and materially

mAsPgaGPrREYCt

FORMER James Hardie general counsel a
company secretary Peter Shafron also came
i for @itcisna bycJus§ice dagksan rwhep di
guestioned the integrity of PeterShafron and
said, o0ln considerin
this topic, it is necessary to keep in mind he
was prepared to be deceitful where Asbestos
was concernedo.
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Planned Integrated Recycling Facility at Camellia

At a meeting on May 9", concerned members of the
Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia and senior
representatives from Remondis, a multi-national waste
management group, came together to discuss the
groupbs intention to buil
plant on the now disused vacant land which was once
the site of the former James Hardie Asbestos plant at
Camellia in Western Sydney.

Concerns were expressed by ADFA when it became
known that a concrete cap had been placed on the site
when the plant was demolished and this cap was to be
broken or breached when construction eventually took
place. ADFA is well aware of the dangers of disturbing
abandoned Asbestos sites and this was discussed in
great detail.

The facility will process up to 150,000 tonnes of waste
annually on the seven hectare site and consist of
100,000 tonnes of commercial and industrial waste and
50,000 tonnes of household waste. Some 65 people
will be employed when full production is reached. The
project has been <classifi
requires the consent of the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure, The Hon. Brad Hazard MP.

Remondis executives displayed various maps and
drawings of the proposed structure and noted all safety
measures which will be put in place to protect the area
should any Asbestos tailings be present. It was

ed

pointed out by Remondis that only a very small area of
the site was to be disturbed at the western end of the
building and this piece of the property was to be cov-
ered by two meters of specially manufactured clay for

dhis putposed 2ABFM beleees Reenondisrisaakirgsegery n| g

precaution to safeguard the area and meets all neces-
sary requirements to comply with the Planning and As-
sessment Act. Members of ADFA have inspected the

site and received assurances that no danger exists
there now and in the future.

as hState Significant o
ADFAO®Ss Public Officer,

inspected the site of the former James Hardie
installation at Camellia, soon to be the location of
a $25 Million waste recycling plant. Note the con-
crete cap in the background which covers the
entire site.

Asbestos seminar proposed for Broken Hill

The President of the Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia
he was shocked to find just one person in Broken Hill accredited
remove the substance. Barry Robson, who has been in the city 1
the past week, says given the high levels of asbestos in homes i
region, there should be more accredited asbestos removalists.

"It's a very low number | was very surprised that there was only d

"I'll be going back to Sydney and recommending to the executive
we look at holding a seminar in Broken Hill because | don't think

will go astray."

South
Australia
New South
Wales Sy%ni
o Canberra
Adelaide S wJats
. C3
Great Victoria Terl
Australian [}
Bight Melbourne

Mr Robson says the seminar will warn people of the dangers of asbestos and how it can be removed safely.

"Everyone knows about the houses in the townships but they also forget about all the fibro asblesisd buildings on

properties out of the township.
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The Time Bomb in British
Schools

Exposure to Asbestos fibres can cause lung cancer and another

fatal cancer of the lining to the lung call Mesothelioma. It is not

a problem confined to industrial workers nor it is a problem of

the past. More than 75% of Birita
bestos. Much of it is badly maintained. Over 140 school teach-

ers have died from Mesothelioma in the past ten years. An un-

known number of cleaners, administration staff and caretakers

have also died. It is estimated that for every teachers death,

nine children will die as a result of direct exposure to Asbestos

in Schools.

Coffee and Asbestos in Brazil

In a country where graft and corruption is accepted as
akin to someone buying a bottle of milk, it comes as no
surprise that the Brazilian Government has now removed
all restrictions on the use of Asbestos. Ultimately the dev-
astation this move will bring to innocent families can only
be guessed at although the rape of the Brazilian
Rainforests has a parallel and appears to be as off-
handed and cavalier a gesture as one benefiting such
dictatorships.

FI] [ vawsi Aftermath of Natural
., = == Disasters

S g‘ENamm)iahr m“'""'K ‘\':nud Balavu - - - -
wﬂﬁ“a‘;'fi";ni::w i Reliable reports coming in state that following devas-
“”“‘“‘;:,‘V'T' 'JEVLJM‘:;‘““ . tating floods after torrential rain, large collections of
B N deadly Asbestos are accumulating on roadways and

Suva

footpaths in suburban areas.
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Vatulele
Kadavu
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The Canadian Government is yet to make a decision
on a proposal to make a $58M dollar grant to reinstate
the Asbestos mine in the town of Asbestos two miles
east of Montreal in the province of Quebec. Most of
the Asbestos mined there is destined for India and to { s
this end the Indians are lobbying hard on behalf of the 3

mine owners also. Canada has plans to eliminate tar- =<
iffs on exports to India and a move described by Makit
Gupta, Co-ordinator of the Occupational and Environ-

ment al Heal th Network of ‘
al | et hical codes of human pbpenaviour o.
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THE chairmanof the US organisa-
tion Victims of Fibreglass, Richard
Munson told a press conference
organised by the AMWU that fibre-
glass companies had "cloned” as-
bestos.

Munson is a former distributor of
fibreglass products in the US who
stopped selling them when he
learned of the dangers. He made it
clear both before and at the press
conference that he now heads a
company making a competitive insu-
lation  product, cellulose, which he
claims is safe.

"Their product is more dangerous to
human beings than asbestos,"”
Munson said.

"We are dealing with the same
people who made asbestos prod-
ucts," he said In the 1950s they
realised they were going to be regu-
lated out of business so they looked
for an alternative product”.

il n 1955 I
industry were shown photos by their
own scientists of glass fibres bigger
than the ones produced now pene-
trating into human tissue."

eader dgts.

wi t h

formaldehyde to cut down the trans-
fer of heat between the fibres.

"We are facing a problem of massive
human suffering,” he said. "In five
years from now people won't be talk-
ing about asbestos, they'll be talking

about fibreglass. "They'll be talking
about taking it out of schools, out of
airport ceilings. These fibreglass
manufacturers Kill for sales and prof-
of t he

"There are people who sit at the top
making multi-million dollar salaries
while wasting workers.

PAGE 5

Looking Back

Mi k e

Manufacturers in the US have killed
more than 100,000 insulation in-
stallers and they knew clear back
into the 1930s that this was deadly,
they knew it would Kkill.

"They are professional liars and pro-
fessional killers. In 1955 evidence
was laid on the table of the head of
the Owens Corning Fibreglass com-
pany that showed glass fibres had
the same effect on laboratory ani-
mals as asbestos, but they elected
to go ahead and produce it."

Munson said there were 13 doctors
on the staff of the United Auto Work-
ers Union in the US who had re-
viewed the fibreglass situation and
said it should be regulated the same
as asbestos.

"It should be recognised as a car-
cinogenic agent," he said.

Munson said fibreglass insulation
already in place in the ceilings of

fi br egl afdralian homes should be covered

to prevent contact with air that would
allow the fibres to float into homes.

The Metal Worker

July 1988
Munson said fibreglass was an even "If ever there was a role for unions to
more dangerous product than as- play it is for inserting themselves in
bestos because the fibres were between the worker and the health
coated with a mixture of phenol and problem.
e _ )
Important News from the Dust Diseases Board
The Dust Diseases Board wild/l soon be writing to peopl e wi

Board manages that money, the taxation and Centrelink implications and available options for managing the money. The inter-
Boar dods
income by the Taxation Office and by Centrelink and may impact on your pension entitlements. There is no requirement for
you to keep your money with the Board. You can have the money paid into your bank account so that you can manage or in-
vest it yourself. The Board will be encouraging all its clients to obtain independent financial advice to determine how to best
manage their lump sum payments. For further information please contact the Workers Compensation Dust Diseases Board on:

est earned on

Phone: (02) 8223 6600
Toll Free: 1800 550 027
Email: enquiries@ddb.nsw.gov.au

money

held in the

accounts is paid

Oo

out
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Asbestos

Review

Committee

GFNBE a5S@At Qa 5
Peacock's booKiller Companyow i 7
in production for the ABC and duel S
to be released later in the year. ‘
The stars of the mini series, pic-
tured left to right, are Ewen Les- &
lie, who plays the role of Matt &
Peacock, Bruce Venables plays
the role of Barry Robson and [
Anthony Hayes takes on the role
of Bernie Banton.

Qur four budding starlets pictured here, know

widows. Left to right are Maree Stokes, Eileen Day, Helen Davis and Thelma Day.

Pictured below with Senator Lisa Singh in Canberra recently are members of the Asbestos
Diseases Foundation of Australia committee who were there for a meeting of the Asbestos
Review Committee.

Maree Stokes (Vice President), Helen Davis
Eileen Day (Secretary), Senator Lisa Singh, Barry Robson (President) & Kate Robson

(Tr
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TheFoundat ionds Patron Senator Doug Cameron was in
vited by our local Federal Member for Robertson, Deborah

O6 Nei I I, to speak at a dinner at the Everglades Country
was delighted to attend as | am a sporting member of Ever-
glades and was pleased to represent ADFA.

The Central Coast Support Group (CCADS) enjoyed a pleasant
luncheon at Mangrove Mountain Golf club, although it rained
heavily on the day, everyone enjoyed the social interaction. A
long-time member Mick Smith is now attending the groupd
welcome Mick. We hope to see our life member Thelma Day

back safely from her family visit to the UK. L2d $AAT OAE /6. AEI TR -AOAA 307 A

I was recently asked to speak at the Kincumber Men o
most of the guys were retired builders and carpenters who have

had some exposure to asbestos. The guys make toys and equip-

ment for community projects and are a great bunch of men, it

was a pleasure to meet them.

CCADS next meet on August, 22nd and the 4th Wednesday
thereafter.

Cheers for now!

Maree Stokes
Vice President and CCADS Co-ordinator

ADRI 4,

Asbestos Diseases Research Insﬁtutei

be a thing of the past.

thelioma sufferers and can identify potential victims much
quicker thus avoiding the invasive biopsy which may sopn

With giant steps being made in the detection and treat-

S

ment of varying types of cancer, ADRI is up there with the

front runners and with some Government funding coming

through along with support from ADFA and other beneficiar-

s in the form of grants, they will continue to produce sim

so many innocent people. A fatal and debilitating diseas

Many people would not be aware of the existence of the
Asbestos Diseases Research Institute (ADRI) and the mag
nificent work being carried out byrofessor Nico varzand-
wijk and his team of scientists.

name of profit.

ADFA applauds the work of ADRI and wishes them m:I:

ADRI is the only establishment of its kind in the country and success in future years. Anyone wishing to make a do
tion may do so by contacting ADRI.

ADFA is proud to have played a role in its inception. Oper-
ating out of a laboratory at Concord Hospital, Prof. Nico,Asbestos Diseases Research Institute
who is recognised as a world authority on Mesothelioma PO Box 3628

cancer and its cause and effects, has for the past three Rhodes NSW 2138

years managed to make headway to the point where he Phone: 02 9767 9800

and his team have identified markers in the blood of Meso- http://www.adri.org.au/support.html

that would never have been in this country were it not for
the greed of some who lied about its fatal effects all in the

S u CceSS F ro m A D R :r results in the battle to eliminate this scourge now killing
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