
Mesothelioma and the 
Australian 
Mesothelioma Registry 
(AMR)



2

- Mesothelioma is a form of cancer in the mesothelium—the protective lining on the inside of 
body cavities and the outside of internal organs.

- The main cause of mesothelioma is exposure to asbestos but it takes 20 – 40 years on average.

- Australia has one of the highest measured incidence rates of mesothelioma in the world with 
between 700 and 800 people diagnosed with mesothelioma per year

- The median age at diagnosis is 77 years.

- Mesothelioma causes around 700 deaths per year.

- Due to its aggressive nature, mesothelioma has a very low 5-year survival rate
(6.4% in 2013–2017 compared to 70% for all cancers combined).

What is Mesothelioma?
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- The Australian Mesothelioma Registry (or AMR) is a national collection of all mesothelioma cases 
diagnosed since 1 July 2010 and is the most up-to-date source of national data on mesothelioma 
incidence (number of new cases) in Australia.

- Mesothelioma case notifications are fast-tracked to the AMR from state and territory cancer registries.

- Most notifications are still received in the year after diagnosis because of the time it takes to make a 
definitive diagnosis, and the time between diagnosis and notification to cancer registries and the AMR.

- The AMR collects data on incidence, mortality and potential asbestos exposure (for consenting 
patients).

- Information on potential occupational and environmental asbestos exposure is collected from 
consenting mesothelioma patients through a postal questionnaire and telephone interview.

About the Australian Mesothelioma Registry (AMR)
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Mesothelioma incidence rate by age and sex in 2020
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Number of new mesothelioma cases over time
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Mesothelioma rates over time
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Mesothelioma survival over time
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- Mesothelioma can be associated with occupational and non-occupational exposure to 
asbestos.

- More than 9 in 10 (94% or 1,028) people who had been diagnosed with mesothelioma and 
participated in the asbestos exposure survey between 2010 and 2020 were assessed as having 
possible or probable exposure to asbestos.

- Of these 1,028 people:
• 12% were assessed as having only occupational asbestos exposure
• 36% were assessed as having only non-occupational asbestos exposure
• 52% were assessed as having both occupational and non-occupational asbestos 

exposure

Asbestos exposure
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- For the 1,028 participants assessed as having possible or probable asbestos exposure:
• 78% of men provided information indicating occupational exposure
• 99% of women provided information indicating non-occupational exposure

- Based on the interview data, 81% of participants who received the ‘Trades’ module, 39% of 
those who received the ‘Land transport’ module, and 73% of those who received the ‘Water 
transport’ module, were assessed as having had ‘probable’ exposure to asbestos for jobs in 
those categories.

- The most common circumstances of possible or probable non-occupational asbestos exposure 
were:

• Home renovation-related activities 
• Car maintenance 

Asbestos exposure (cont.)
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- Further information about the AMR is available at www.mesothelioma-
australia.com/home.

- The full report ‘Mesothelioma in Australia 2020’ and previous annual reports 
are available at www.mesotheliomaaustralia.com/publications-and-
data/publications.

Where to find more information

http://www.mesothelioma-australia.com/home
http://www.mesothelioma-australia.com/home
http://www.mesotheliomaaustralia.com/publications-and-data/publications
http://www.mesotheliomaaustralia.com/publications-and-data/publications
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Questions?
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